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Mimesis started in 2005 as the imprint under which
Open Books published its art books. Since then it
has been publishing a broad range of publications on
fine arts and contemporary art, design, architecture,
photography, cinema, performing arts, illustration,
cartoons, graphic novels, as well as autobiographies
by great artists such as Andy Warhol, Frank Lloyd
Wright and Man Ray, Karim Rashid, Philippe Starck,
Jean-Jacques Sempé. Mimesis has been praised for
the quality and originality of its catalogue and the
pioneering role it is playing in art publishing in Korea.
Its books have earned recommendations from the
Korean Ministry of Culture & Tourism in 2006 (The
Book: A History of the Bible) and 2007 (Art History:
An Introduction). The translation of the Andy Warhol
Diaries won the 50th Korean Publishing Culture
Award for Best Editing in 2009. Mimesis became a
leading publisher of foreign graphic novels and also
recently started publishing foreign and Korean fiction,
including the Take Out series, an original collection
of illustrated Korean novellas. There are over 280
Mimesis books so far, and many titles are currently
in preparation. In 2020 and onwards, Mimesis will
continue to explore the world of art and literature
and to add more inspiring works to its eclectic and

colorful catalogue.
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The Mimesis Art Museum, located in Paju Book
City near Seoul, was built by Open Books between
2006 and 2009 and named after its art publishing
branch, Mimesis. It is a truly amazing building,
designed by Portuguese architect Alvaro Siza,

and built jointly by Carlos Castanheira and Korean
architect Kim Junsung. With a total area of 3,663
square meters and a beautiful garden, the museum
offers an expansive space adapted to both large
and small scale exhibitions, as well as administrative
and office areas. On the inside, white and wooded
surfaces are lit by indirect, natural lighting. On

the outside, light grey, exposed cast concrete
emphasizes the feline curves and sharp angles

of the building.

The Mimesis Art Museum has started to host
contemporary art exhibitions, offering a unique
experience for each one of the many visitors who
now come to see it every day. The sheer beauty and
purity of its design and its cultural function in the heart
of Paju Book City make it an outstanding landmark
among the many fine pieces of contemporary

architecture that can be seen around here.
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By June 2009 all interior
finishing work had been
completed, but we had to
wait another six months
for Siza’s final inspection.
On December 12, 2009,
four years, a month, and a
day after the signing of the
contract, the architect set
foot for the first time inside
the Mimesis Art Museum.
And remarked, “l am very
happy with the design:--,
The Mimesis Art Museum

Is my best work.”
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Exhibitions
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Mimesis Art Museum is a <Museum with Light>, which offers a
unique experience to view the artworks under natural lighting.
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Café,
Book & Art Shop
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The café and the Book & Art Shop in the museum are open
regardless of the official closing day of the museum. You can enjoy
various kinds of food and beverages such as coffee, fresh fruit juice,
iced milk with red beans. The books and stationery in the Book & Art
Shop in the museum are on sale at discounted price.
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Visit

018 2hH

HUXRI LS fIEt A B2 FXIY SRt HlSHA|7 | HiZL T

Taking pictures is allowed only for personal use. Commercial use of
images of the interior or exterior of the building is strictly prohibited

without prior written consent.

ZA|7| HHE LI

The museum is closed on Monday and Tuesday, both lunar New
Year’s Day and Chuseok. Opening days and hours are subject to
changes depending on seasons or special events. Please check
the museum’s website or call us to make sure the museum is
open when you are planning your visit. Thank you.

22| Contact

2l AIO|E mimesisartmuseum.co.kr

O|H| info@mimesisartmuseum.co.kr

XIS Museum T 031-955-4100

71| café T 031-955-4108

2 A= U Directions

A8 TIFEETHEA| HEHICE T S2(ZZMS) ZM,

HA: (Mt M2 E0]| A 5EXY, 2200(8H), 200(2AL).

By Car: Enter Jangwol IC for Paju Book City, Enter Jangwol IC for
Paju Book City, or search Mimesis art museum in navigation system.
By Bus: Stop at Simhakgyo, Paju Book City

from Seoul(Hapjeong St., bus 2200), from llsan(bus 200).
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MIMESISDESIGN is part of the publishing
company Mimesis, a member of the Open Books
family. Mimesis specializes in art, architecture

and design, and has also been very active over
the past few years in introducing foreign graphic
novels to Korean readers. The idea to extend from
books to stationery came naturally from the desire
to engage in new ways and forms of embodying
the values of publishing. The philosophy that Open
Books has been seeking to convey through its
publishing activities over the years is <Intellectual
Stimulus and Creative Inspiration>. Open Books
and Mimesis are doing so through books, and
MIMESISDESIGN is taking the spirit one step
further by exhibiting art and creating great
stationery. We expect that interactions between
these three areas will have interesting creative
synergy effects. Ultimately, it is the spirit that
matters. MIMESISDESIGN makes stationery with

the mind of a publisher and a passion for art.
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